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B-3555 - B-3562 c.1855-1880"'s
319-301 E. Cross St. (Seuth side)/1127-1129 Hall Alley (East side)
Baltimore, Md.
Private access

Although a number of houses were originally built along the south side of
the 300 block of E. Cross St. in the 1830's or earlier, none now survive in
their original condition, if at all. The block is improved mainly with late
Victorian style houses. At 313-319 E. Cross St. there is a group of three story,
two bay wide brick houses with shed roofs and bracketed cornices, built in 1877-
1878 by Joseph Thuman, a local house carpenter. At 309 E. Cross St. (to the west
of Hall Alley, which runs down the center of the block), there is a three story,
two bay wide brick house with shed roof and bracketed cornice, which may, however,
represent a remodeling of the original 1830's-period brick house known to have
existed on this site. At 305-307 E. Cross St. there is a pair of late Victorian
style two story, two bay wide brick houses with shed roofs but no extant roof
cornices. Finally, at 303 E. Cross St., there is a three story, two bay wide
brick house and at 301 E. Cross St., a three story, three bay wide brick house,
both of which have shed roofs but no extant roof cornices. These latter two houses
seem to represent post Civil War remodelings of original gable-roofed houses
3 built on the site about 1855. At 1127-1129 Hall Alley there is a pair of two story,

—_— two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs, set on high basements, which are -

e typical of the type of small alley house built for low-income families in the

= 1850's and 1860's. The houses are the only surviving houses along this block -

of Hall Alley, which was originally improved with a number of such houses.
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This three story, two bay brick house with shed roof is the second-structure
to occupy this site, replacing an earlier gable roofed house in the late 1870's.
The house has been covered with formstone.

The house is three stories in height, 14' wide, and occupies a lot 68' deep.
A three story high, one bay wide and deep stair hall extension connects the main
house to a two story high, two bay deep rear addition. The house is constructed
in running bond but the facade has been covered with formstone. There is no
cornice, although originally the house probably had a cornice similar to that of
315 Cross St. There is a single rectangular chimney located along the west side
of the rear section of the roof. There is also a rear end chimney located
at the south end of the rear addition.

Although the original treatment of the door and window lintels and sills
cannot be determined because of the formstone covering, it appears that all of
the lintels were flat, probably splayed brick as at 315 Cross St. The sills
were probably wood, as at 315 Cross. All of the window openings are filled
with 1/1 double hung sash. There is a late Victorian glass and panel door set
beneath a single light transom. The house sits on a fairly high basement, the
entrance being reached by three stone steps. A square-shaped basement opening
is located to the right of the steps.
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See under 317-319 E. Cross St.
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313 E. Cross Street
Block 1918 Lot 046
Baltimore City
Baltimore East Quad.
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